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MAY 2007 VOLUME V ISSUE 5 

Public Right to Know 
Happy May! As you probably know from reading past issues of Frye Lights, 
www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd6/pdf/fryelights/fryelightsmar07.pdf, the Public 
Right to Know and Participate had been under siege due to a debate regarding the 
balance of power between the executive and legislative branches of government.  
That debate is resolved, at least for now, because it was determined 
that the Mayor could not legally usurp the City Council’s budget au-
thority. Simply put, the City Charter does not allow it. This is a huge 
victory for the public, because had this change been allowed, the 
publics’ ability and right to participate in budget decisions would have 
been reduced to a reactionary, rather than a participatory role. 
 
My thanks and gratitude to all who participated and helped protect the Public 
Right to Know with your letters, calls, emails, faxes and appearances before the 
City Council. You made a difference. 
 

Water Billing 
Another issue that has long been a source of concern is how the City Water De-
partment bills residential customers. For background information, please see page 
3 of the March issue of Frye Lights at: 
 

www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd6/pdf/fryelights/fryelightsmar07.pdf 
 
If you recall, many years ago it was determined that the billing cycle should be 

changed from bi-monthly to monthly. Former Mayor Dick Murphy 
believed that this action would somehow reduce the number of 
delinquent bills. As it turned out, that assumption was not cor-
rect. In addition, the consequence of this action was an additional 
annual cost, due to the doubling of the number of bills mailed out 
every year to residential customers. Worse, the change resulted 
in residential water customers being overcharged. At least 60 
percent of residential water customers required a billing 

“adjustment” on a regular basis. While the amount per customer was not large, 
cumulatively the amount overcharged last year exceeded half a million dollars. 
 
And, even though adjustments are made every six months to correct this, the 
problem needs to be fixed so that the bills are accurate. On April 30, the City 
Council voted 8-0 to return to bi-
monthly billing which will result in an 
annual cost savings of at least 
$600,000. Most importantly, the water 
bills will reflect actual, and not esti-
mated costs. 
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    This year, the budget deliberations are taking place at the Budget Review Committee. 

Please see page 3 for a list of the Budget hearings. 
 
Please do not let your voice go unheard. Phone, fax, email or attend the 
Budget meetings to voice your opinion regarding the Fiscal Year 2008 
budget.  
 

   By working together, we can help ensure that the public is allowed to continue 
participating in a meaningful way. Thank you for your help and support.  

District 1  
 

Councilmember Scott Peters  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6611  
 

Fax:  (619) 236-6999  
 

Email:  ScottPeters@sandiego.gov  

 
District 2  

 

Councilmember Kevin Faulconer  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6622  
 

Fax:  (619) 236-6996  
 

 Email:  KevinFaulconer@sandiego.gov  

 
District 3  

 

Councilmember Toni Atkins  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6633  
 

Fax:  (619) 595-1481  
   

   Email:  ToniAtkins@sandiego.gov    

 
District 4  

 

Councilmember Anthony Young  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6644  
 

Fax:  (619) 236-7273  
 

Email: AnthonyYoung@sandiego.gov 

District 5  
 

Councilmember Brian Maienschein  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6655  
 

Fax:  (619) 238-0915  
 

   Email:  BMaienschein@sandiego.gov    

 
District 6  

 

Councilmember Donna Frye  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6616  
 

Fax:  (619) 236-7329  
 

    Email:  DonnaFrye@sandiego.gov    

 
District 7  

 

Councilmember Jim Madaffer  
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6677  
 

Fax:  (619) 238-1360  
 

   Email:  JMadaffer@sandiego.gov   

 
District 8  

 

Councilmember Ben Hueso 
 

Phone:  (619) 236-6688  
 

Fax:  (619) 231-7918  
 

  Email:  BenHueso@sandiego.gov 

City Official Contact List 
Mayor Jerry Sanders  

 

Phone:  (619) 236-6330  
 

Fax:  (619) 236-7228  
 

Email: JerrySanders@sandiego.gov    
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FISCAL YEAR 2007-2008 BUDGET PROCESS - KEY DATES 

Each year, many people attend the City Council and Committee meetings to voice thier concerns and offer suggestions 
regarding the upcoming budget. This year, I need your input more than ever! The following list shows the dates of the 
City’s budget discussions and what department’s will be addressed.  
 

Please be advised that these dates are tentative. To confirm dates and times, contact my office at (619) 
236-6616. 

Wed, May 2  Budget Review Committee Hearing: Neighborhood and Customer Services.  Includes Parks and 
Recreation; Library; Community and Legislative Services, including Arts and Culture and Special Events; 
Customer Services, including Community Service Centers; Community Services; Special Promotional Pro-
grams (TOT)  

 

Thur, May 3  Budget Review Committee Hearing: Public Works, Business and Support Services; TransNet.  In-
cludes Engineering and Capital Projects, including Capital Improvement Projects; TransNet; Environ-
mental Services; General Services, including Stormwater, Facilities, Streets, Fleet Services, and Publish-
ing; Water and Wastewater  

 
Mon, May 7  Budget Review Committee Hearing: City Clerk, City Attorney 
 

Wed, May 9  Budget Review Committee Hearing: Public Safety and Homeland Security, SDCERS, Business and 
Support Services.  Includes Homeland Security, including the Gang Commission; Police; Fire-Rescue; 
Family Justice Center; Emergency Medical Services and San Diego Medical Services Enterprise; Busi-
ness Office; Human Resources/Personnel; Information and Technology; Risk Management; Data Process-
ing Corporation; Office of the Chief Information Officer, including Enterprise Resource Planning; Purchas-
ing and Contracting; San Diego City Employees Retirement System Administration 

 

Thur, May 10 Budget Review Committee Hearing: Land Use and Economic Development, City Council, Inde-
pendent Budget Analyst.  Includes Development Services; Planning and Community Investments; Real 
Estate Assets, including PETCO Park and Qualcomm Stadium; Neighborhood Code Compliance; Ethics 
Commission; Office of Ethics and Integrity, including Disability Services; Finance/Chief Financial Officer, 
including Auditor and Comptroller, City Treasurer, Financial Management, Debt Management, City Coun-
cil, and Independent Budget Analyst  

 

Tue, May 15 Full Council Hearing: SEDC, CCDC, Redevelopment Agency budgets 
 

Wed, May 16  Budget and Finance Committee: Council Budget Priority Memoranda due to Council President and 
Mayor’s Consolidated Technical Revisions Report due to IBA – Mayor’s May Revision to Estimated Reve-
nues and Expenditures 

 

Mon, May 21 Full Council Deliberations on Budget 
 

Fri, June 1 Independent Budget Analyst’s report on Recommendations to the Mayor’s Budget 
 

Tue, June 5 Full Council Hearing: Housing Commission Budget 
 

Wed, June 6 Budget and Finance Committee considers final modifications to Mayor’s Budget, Mayor’s June Revision 
to Estimated Revenues and Expenditures 

 

Mon, June 11 Full Council Decisions on Final Budget Modifications 
 

Tue, June 12 Mayor’s Veto Period Begins 
 

Tue, June 19 Mayor’s Veto Period Ends  
 

Wed, July 11 Budget and Finance Committee: Review of Appropriations Ordinance 
 

Mon, July 23 Introduction of Appropriation Ordinance 
 
Mon, July  30 Adoption of Appropriation Ordinance 
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The Mayor and his staff have been very slow to move on this, and have delayed for over five months the 
City Council’s efforts to have this corrected, but I will continue working to make sure it is done. It will not 
happen immediately, but it will happen. The media, especially KUSI’s Michael Turko, The San Diego Un-
ion-Tribune’s Matt Hall and City News Service’s Joe Britton deserve a “thank you” for keeping this issue 
in the public eye.  I will keep you updated on our progress. 
 
 

2008 Budget 
During the next two months, the City Council will be considering the Mayor’s proposed 2008 Budget. As it 
now stands, the Mayor has said that fees will not be increased, taxes will not be raised, and service lev-
els to the public will not be reduced, even though he has proposed eliminating hundreds of jobs. 
 
Also included in his projected budget are revenues for items that have yet to be approved, let alone dis-
cussed, at a public hearing. This includes sale of City-owned land, a tourism marketing district tax and 
more borrowing. 
 
The Independent Budget Analyst has recommended that the $15.3 million from land 
sales and $5 million from the tourist marketing district tax not be included in the 
budget until the revenues are realized.  That makes sense. The Mayor needs to show 
the public how he will balance the budget without relying on these projections. 
 
In addition, the Mayor is running up more liabilities for our City without identifying any 
new revenues to pay for them. Last month, the Mayor proposed to the City Council that 
they support spending over $25 million on a new computer system. He also supported a salary increase 
for the Police, which resulted in a $90 million long-term liability, $2 million of which will need to be in-
cluded in this year’s budget. Finally, an item not yet fully recognized in the public arena, is a $22.8 mil-
lion liability for pension benefits. This is a result of “the proper treatment” of Internal Revenue Code 
benefit limitations on pensions. This year’s estimated payment is $500,000 and I suspect it will continue 
to grow. This liability has not been presented to the public in a transparent manner in the budget. 
 
My point is this – when you create new debt, identify a new funding source to pay for it. If you eliminate 
the use of taxes or fees, as the Mayor has done, there are only limited options left - borrowing more 
money and pushing that debt onto future generations, selling land and reducing public services by elimi-
nating jobs. 
 
    I support paying the Police a competitive wage, but I could not support incurring more debt until a 

new funding source was identified to pay for it. The same goes for a new computer system.  
I could not support borrowing more money and incurring more debt, when the City can-
not pay the debt it has now. That’s what happened in prior years. It was a bad idea 
then, and it still is. It also makes no sense to rely on one-time revenues to balance the 

budget (such as the Mayor’s proposed sale of City land). 
 

The public understands that we are facing tough financial times, and deserves to know how 
the budget cuts will affect their daily lives. That includes knowing in advance what public ser-

vices will be reduced or eliminated to balance the budget. To pretend that the current service levels will 
remain intact is to deny reality. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

...continued from page 1 
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7th Annual Water Conservation Poster Contest 
Student Winners Honored 

 
On May 1, 2007, Councilmember Donna Frye, Council President Scott Peters and the entire San 
Diego City Council honored the eighteen outstanding student artists who won this year’s Sev-
enth Annual Water Conservation Poster Contest. 
 
Sponsored by the City of San Diego Water Department, the poster contest provides a focal 
point for teachers to talk with their students about the importance of using water wisely. This 
year’s “Water Reigns” theme gave thousands of students the opportunity to artistically illustrate 
meaningful water conservation messages by creating original artwork. 
 
The Councilmembers presented the contest winners with awards packets, including a U.S. Sav-
ings Bond, four tickets to the Reuben H. Fleet Science Center, and a Certificate of Excellence. 
 
From May 2 through May 12, winning posters are on display at the City Administration Building 
Lobby. From May 30 through July 1, they will be displayed at the San Diego Watercolor Society 
Showcase Gallery, NTC Promenade at Point Loma’s Liberty Station located at 2825 Dewey 
Road, Suite 105, as part of their “Cool Clear Water” exhibit. In addition, winning posters will be 
displayed June 8 through July 4 at the San Diego County Fair’s “Kids Best Art” exhibit. Winning 
posters will also be featured in the 2008 City of San Diego Water Department Water Conserva-
tion Poster Calendar. 

Councilmember Frye and Council President Scott Peters are pictured here with Amber Knight from Holmes Elementary School 
(left), who placed 3rd for the 6th grade group; and Brenna Dimalanta from Holmes Elementary School who placed 1st in the 

3rd grade group of artists. Congratulations to all of the winners! 
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Clairemont Cleanup 
 

Councilmember Frye thanks the Clairemont Town 
Council and the Greater Clairemont Chamber of Com-
merce for volunteering their time with the District Six 
2007 Clairemont Spring Cleanup. This year’s cleanup 
was located at the future site of the Bayview retail 
space, and the Councilmember appreciates the owners 
allowing the use of the property for this important an-
nual event.  
 

Allied Waste Management provided three very large 
dumpsters for the Clairemont community to dispose of 
their trash and debris. Councilmember Frye extends a 
special thanks to Kathy Monsour for keeping the vol-
unteers hydrated and fed! 

 
 
 

Volunteers (from left to right) John Peacock, Judy Bramer, Mi-
chael Peacock, Patricia Hinkley and Joe Sopher, take a break 

with Councilmember Frye and Keith Corry to ride on a discarded 
bike. 

Volunteers (from left to right) Joe Sopher, Elke Koerner, Frank 
Koerner and Patricia Hinkley spent much of their Saturday with 
Councilmember Frye and her Clairemont Representative Keith 
Corry to help Clairemont residents get rid of some unwanted 

“treasures.” 

Donna Dishes it Out for 
Canine Companions 

 
In her signature fun-loving style, Councilmember 
Frye was on hand as a “Celebrity Scooper” for the 
annual Ben & Jerry’s Free Cone Day to benefit Ca-
nine Companions for Independence. 
 
“It was an honor to be asked to participate for a 
third year in a row,” Councilmember Frye said, “It 
was wonderful to spend time out in the community 
doing some work for a worthy cause. San Diegans, 
ice cream and puppies; you can’t have a better time 
than this!” 
 
Local Canine Companions for Independence puppy-
raisers and their puppies-in-training charmed the 
crowd and showed their skills to raise awareness of 
the program and answer questions. Last year, 
Councilmember Frye and Ben & Jerry’s helped raise 
over $2,500 for Canine Companions. 
 
Councilmember Frye looks forward to next year’s 
event and thanks both organization for their dedica-
tion toward such a worthy cause. 

An eager customer reaches out to Councilmember Frye for his 
scoop of free ice cream to help Canine Companions for Inde-

pendence.  

   

  So Many Wonderful  
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Linda Vista Multicultural  
Fair & Parade 

 
This year’s fair was incredible! After a new di-
rector took over at the eleventh hour, the 
Fair’s Steering Committee worked hard to 
keep up the momentum and put together a 
wonderful event. And of course, Councilmem-
ber Frye was involved as well. She had a 
chance to ride in the parade, kick-off the en-
tertainment, award some much deserving 
senior volunteers with appreciation awards, 
and provide a Housing Fair to help familiarize 
community members with the many services 
available to them for all of their housing 
needs! 

 
 

  Events in April!!!!! 

The Councilmember walked in the Multicultural Fair with (pictured from left to right) Stephanie Navarro and Margarita Tarantino and 
driver Donald Mayes, a Linda Vista attorney. (Margarita’s grandmother, Jo-Ann Carini is a Linda Vista community leader and advocate.) 

Margarita and Stephanie had fun passing out toys to the young parade spectators and seeing the great turnout of this year’s fair!  

Councilmember Frye kicked-off the fair by thank-
ing everyone who helped, recognizing Bayside’s 
senior volunteers, introducing the Housing tent 

and starting off the entertainment. 

Councilmember Frye attended Bayside’s Senior Recognition 
Award Ceremony to thank the many senior volunteers who give 

their time so selflessly to recipients of Bayside programs. 

Councilmember Frye sponsored the first Housing Fair this year, 
with participants including the San Diego Housing Commission, 
the Safe Homes Program, the Environmental Services Depart-

ment, Code Compliance and the City Attorney’s office. 
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Make Sure You Don’t Miss….. 

...the Tree Planting!  
 

    The Tree Planting is scheduled for May 11, 2007     
 at 1:30 pm. Trees will be planted on the 

north side of Friars Road, between 
the “Park and Ride” and Sea World 

Drive.  Fifty trees are being do-
nated by Anheuser-Busch through 

Sea World.  Helpers will 
be provided by TruGreen 
LandCare and the San 
Diego River Park Foun-
dation.   

 
Councilmember Frye 
thanks Drew Potocki, the 
City's Urban Forester, 
who has greatly helped 
coordinate the logistics 
of this exciting event. 

...River Days 2007! 
 

The River Celebration has been expanded to two 
days this year! Please join us in celebrating the 
natural beauty of the San Diego River on Saturday, 
May 19th and Sunday May 20th.  
 
Activities will include 
bike rides, clean-ups, 
nature and history 
walks, mountain hikes, 
neighborhood festivals 
and much more! 
 
For more information, 
please call (619) 297-
7380 or visit the web-
site at: 
 

www.SanDiegoRiver.com 

...Kid’s Boat Race! 
 

In celebration of “River Days,” kids can create 
and race popsicle stick boats in the Mission 
Valley library’s water feature. All the materials 
will be provided and the program is free and 
open to the public.  
 
Best of all, race winners will win prizes! 
 
Join us on Saturday, May 19 at noon at the 
Mission Valley Branch Library, located at 2123 
Fenton Parkway. For more information, call 
(858) 573-5007. 
 
 

 

...Harry Potter Knight Bus Tour 
at the Mission Valley Library! 

 
Scholastic, the global children’s publishing, educa-

tion and media company, re-
cently announced a 37 library 
tour schedule for the Harry Pot-
ter and the Deathly Hallows 
Knight Bus Tour. The Mission 
Valley Branch Library has been 
selected as a tour stop on 

Thursday, July 5 from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
 
Fans will be invited to board the 
Knight Bus, a triple-decker bus 
described in the Harry Potter 
books, and share on video their 
thoughts and feelings about the 
book series. Select video clips 
from each location will uploaded 
on the Scholastic website and 
each person will receive a 
unique username and password 
so that they can view their own 
video online. 
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Balboa Avenue Citizens Advisory Committee 
Place: Clairemont Community Service Center 
4731 Clairemont Drive  
When: 4th Wednesday/Month 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
 

Clairemont Town Council 
Place: Clairemont High School Cafeteria 
4150 Ute Drive 
When: 1st Thursday/Month 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
 

Clairemont Mesa Planning Committee 
Place: Clairemont Friendship Senior Center 
4425 Bannock Ave. 
When: 3rd Tuesday/Month 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 

Kearny Mesa Planning Group 
Place: Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Library  
9005 Aero Drive 
When: 3rd Wednesday/Month 
Time: 12:00 p.m. 
 

Linda Vista Civic Association 
Place: Baha’i Center 
6545 Alcala Knolls Drive 
When: 3rd Thursday/Month 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 

Linda Vista Community Planning Committee 
Place: Linda Vista Library 
2160 Ulric Street 
When: 4th Monday/Month 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Mission Bay Park Committee 
Place: Rotating Venue 
When: 1st Tuesday/Month 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Mission Valley Community Council 
Place: Mission Valley Library 
2123 Fenton Parkway 
When: 3rd Wednesday/Odd Months 
Time: 6:00 p.m. 
 

Mission Valley Unified Planning Committee 
Place: Mission Valley Library 
2123 Fenton Parkway 
When: 1st Wednesday/Month 
Time: 12:00 p.m. 
 

Serra Mesa Community Council 
Place: Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Library  
9005 Aero Drive 
When: 4th Wednesday/Month 
Time:  7:00 p.m. 
 

Serra Mesa Planning Group 
Place: Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Library  
9005 Aero Drive 
When: 3rd Thursday/Month 
Time:  7:00 p.m.  

District Six Community Meetings 

Abandoned Vehicles        858-495-7856 
Animal Regulation        619-236-4250 
Beach & Bay Advisory        619-338-2073 
Birth and Death Records       619-237-0502 
Brush Abatement        619-533-4444 
Building Permits        619-446-5000 
Buses/MTS Access        619-233-3004 
Canyon Watchers Program       858-292-6484 
City Council Docket Info        619-533-4000 
City Directory         619-236-5555 
Community Service Center        858-581-4111 
Code Violations         619-236-5500 
Curb Maintenance        619-527-7500 
Dead Animal Removal        858-694-7000 
Dog Licenses         619-767-2675 
Fire Stations         619-533-4300 
Graffiti          619-525-8522 
Hazardous Materials Hotline       858-694-7000  
Housing Commission        619-231-9400 
Humane Society        619-299-7012 
Libraries  
 Balboa         858-573-1390 
 Clairemont                858-581-9935 
 Linda Vista                858-573-1399 
 North Clairemont       858-581-9931 
 Serra Mesa                858-573-1396 
Litter Control                 858-492-5010 
Noise Regulation        619-236-5500 
Office of Small Business       619-685-1390 
Park and Recreation        619-525-8219 
Parking Citations        619-236-7145 
Police: Non-Emergency       619-531-2000 
Pot Hole Hotline        619-527-7500 
Recreation Centers    
 Kearny Mesa              858-573-1387 
 Linda Vista                 858-573-1392 
 North Clairemont       858-581-9926 
 Serra Mesa                 858-573-1408 
 South Clairemont                 858-581-9924 
 Tecolote                 858-581-9930 
Recycling Hotline        858-694-7000  
Senior Citizens Services       619-236-6905 
Serra Mesa Community Connection 858-565-2473 
Sewer Repair/Spills        619-515-3525 
Sidewalk Maintenance        619-527-7500 
Stormwater Pollution Hotline       619-235-1000 
Street Lights         619-527-7500 
Street Sweeping        619-527-7500 
Traffic Control         619-533-3126 
Tree Maintenance        619-527-7500 
Water Emergency        619-515-3525 
Water Utilities         619-515-3500 
Zoning Regulation Info        619-236-5555 

Important  
Phone Numbers 
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Councilmember Donna Frye 
City Administration Building 
202 C Street, MS 10A 
San Diego, CA 92101 

 
To Contact 

Councilmember Frye: 
 

Phone: (619) 236-6616  

Fax: (619) 236-7329  

Address: 

202 “C” Street, M.S. 10A 

San Diego, CA  92101 

E-Mail: 
DonnaFrye@sandiego.gov 

 
 

Web Site:  
www.sandiego.gov/cd6  

The District Six Staff:The District Six Staff:The District Six Staff:   
   

Steven HadleySteven HadleySteven Hadley   
Chief of StaffChief of StaffChief of Staff   

   
Lisa GonzalezLisa GonzalezLisa Gonzalez   

Senior Policy AnalystSenior Policy AnalystSenior Policy Analyst   
   

Kevin SmithKevin SmithKevin Smith   
Senior Policy AdvisorSenior Policy AdvisorSenior Policy Advisor   

   
Mary Ann KempczenskiMary Ann KempczenskiMary Ann Kempczenski   

Keith CorryKeith CorryKeith Corry   
Pari SanatiPari SanatiPari Sanati---ZakerZakerZaker   

Kristin CamperKristin CamperKristin Camper---WozniakWozniakWozniak   
Council RepresentativesCouncil RepresentativesCouncil Representatives   

   
Lee Chiles MayesLee Chiles MayesLee Chiles Mayes   

Executive Assistant/SchedulerExecutive Assistant/SchedulerExecutive Assistant/Scheduler   
   

Mary Ann KempczenskiMary Ann KempczenskiMary Ann Kempczenski   
NR&C Committee ConsultantNR&C Committee ConsultantNR&C Committee Consultant   

Register to receive updates & event information 
from Councilmember Frye by signing up in the 
“Frye Lights” box at www.sandiego.gov/cd6! 


